
The John Harrox Primary School Spelling Policy 

SCHOOL INTENT 

At The John Harrox Primary School, our curriculum is designed to ensure children have a love for learning and 

a thirst for knowledge. It recognises children’s prior learning, providing first hand learning experiences, 

allowing the children to develop interpersonal skills, build resilience and become creative, critical thinkers. 

Children’s learning is viewed as a sequence, building blocks of knowledge overtime to achieve a bigger picture; 

cumulative knowledge is developed. Every child is recognised as a unique individual. We celebrate and welcome 

differences within our school community. The ability to learn is underpinned by the teaching of basic skills, 

knowledge, concepts and values. We constantly provide enhancement opportunities to engage learning and 

believe that childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time in our lives where there are no limits 

to curiosity and there is a keen desire for new experiences and knowledge.  

We promote 4 key outlooks on our world which include: 

A Global Outlook 

An Enterprising Outlook 

A Creative Outlook 

A Healthy Outlook 

Each topic that is taught takes one outlook as a focus, ensuring a balanced coverage. 
 

SPELLING INTENT 

We aim for our children to become competent, consistent. We help them to: 

• Use their phonic skills effectively when blending phonemes for reading and when segmenting 

phonemes for spelling.  

• Use a range of effective spelling strategies and know age-appropriate spelling rules.  

• Have an interest in words, their meanings and their origins, developing a growing vocabulary both for 

speaking and for writing. 

• Know how to use a dictionary, thesaurus and how to check spellings effectively.  

• Write with confidence and creativity, while developing the skills to self-edit, correct and improve.  

• Be imaginative, creative and challenge themselves with vocabulary.  

• Have a positive and confident attitude towards trying unknown spellings.  

 

SPELLING IMPLEMENTATION 

 

To ensure that our children are able to become confident, accomplished and independent spellers we use:  

• Our phonetic approach of Read Write Inc 

• Spelling Shed Approach and Programme 

 

In EYFS and Year 1, pupils practise spellings featuring the sound they are learning/revising that day during 

their Read Write Inc. session. From Reception, pupils are taught to use the ‘Fred Finger’ strategy to spell 

phonetically plausible words accurately. Once children can blend their words and use ‘Fred fingers’ for 

spelling, consonant-vowel-consonant words are sent home to spell. 

 
 

High Frequency words (common exception words) are known as ‘Red Words’ for these pupils. These  are 

explicitly taught and systematically sent home to learn.  

 

At The John Harrox Primary School, we use the Spelling Shed Scheme from Years 2 – Year 6 to devise a 

comprehensive, yet accessible, progression in the teaching of spelling. Guidance is provided on how to teach 

the strategies, knowledge and skills pupils need to learn to become confident and accurate spellers.  
 



 

  

 
 

The focus of the programme is on the teaching of spelling, which embraces knowledge of spelling 

conventions – patterns and rules; but integral to the teaching is the opportunity to promote the learning of 

spellings including statutory words and common exception words The programme has a clear progression 

throughout blocks of teaching units across the year groups and comprehensively explains how to teach 

spelling effectivity. 

 

Planning  

In EYFS and Year 1 teachers following the Read Write Inc. planning format in which they plan which sounds 

will be taught in each day. These choices (based on the progression outlined by Read Write Inc.) informs which 

spellings will be practised each day. As children progress to the end of the RWInc scheme, they transition 

onto the Spelling Shed Scheme. 

 

From Year 2 – Year 6, our spelling curriculum follows the planning cycle as outlined in the Spelling Shed spelling 

scheme. 

 

 
SPELLING IMPACT 

Assessment  

Pupils in EYFS and KS1 are assessed every half term and the groups are reorganised accordingly. These 

assessments are carried out by the Read Write Inc Phonic Lead which allows for achieving uniformity within 

each group and indicates the correct access point for new entrants. This data is added to the Read Write Inc 

tracker to chart individual progress. The results of the assessments are shared with class teachers so that 

appropriate intervention can be put in place to ensure children ‘keep up and not catch up’.  

 

Pupils in Year 2 – Year 6 complete a weekly spelling test, which is marked and returned to pupils. Staff keep a 

record of these scores in order to plan additional support or identify gaps in pupil’s knowledge. These results 

are used in conjunction with observations made by teachers when assessing pupil’s pieces of writing 

particularly, but not exclusively, in their writing books when reaching an end of half term judgement. 

During writing moderation spelling is an area of focus and contributes to the overall judgement of a pupils ’ 

writing ability. 

 

1. Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 

 

This policy should be reviewed by all staff and governors on a regular basis. To ensure that this policy is in 

practice, and to help teachers keep track of their own work and needs for support or training, The English co-

ordinators keep an updated record of developments and monitors progress within this curriculum area.  

This policy will be reviewed in 2024. Evaluation of the policy and practice will take place annually. 

 

English Coordinator: S Amess  



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 


